 EYFS Intent, Implementation, Impact 
Here at Little Stones Pre-School, we provide a safe environment in which children can experiment, explore, and progress in their own creative ways.
Intent- Little Stones is the start of our children’s learning journey to school and we want that to be a happy, positive experience that gives them all the tools and knowledge they need to be kind, strong, independent, resilient people who can build strong connections and know their likes and dislikes.
Our curriculum is the children. We use a mixture of child and adult led learning to make sure we are giving every child the best positive start in their learning journey. We have a Theme of the week which relates to a quality text and we use this to spark curiosity and bring in new experiences. We do this so we can ensure the children at Little Stones have a broad and diverse learning journey that is unique to them. Providing them with a journey that sparks curiosity and wonder about themselves and the world around them.
Being with and playing with the children getting to know each child as an individual is what is most important to us at Little Stones.
The themes are loosely based, and our curriculum is ever changing based on the children’s interests. 
Our curriculum is ambitions and aims towards the Early Learning Goals that children will be working towards in Reception.
We follow the Early Years Statutory guidance.
We provide a broad and balanced Early Years curriculum: -

· based on first hand experiences and purposeful interactions
· through ‘in the moment planning’ opportunities and carefully planned adult or child-initiated activities

· We want to make the child’s first experience of Pre-School to be a safe, secure, happy, positive, and fun one, which in turn promotes a happy curious learning environment.

· We aim to foster a love of learning and develop enquiring minds 
· We aim to instil independence, resilience and confidence
· We aim to promote emotional well-being
· We aim to promote empathy and self-awareness
· We instil kindness and happy positive friendships
· We aim to build positive relationships and work in partnership with families (recognising that parents are their child’s first and foremost educator), carers and professionals to support every child to develop and learn.
· Our aspirations for the children above are what we feel will set them in good stead for their transition to school.


Implementation
We aim to achieve our curriculum intent by providing high quality teachable moments and learning in a language rich environment, through in the moment planning, focus children and adult led activities. We value, respect and care for all of our children here at Little Stones. Each child is unique and brings an irreplaceable value to our Pre-school. We provide a curriculum which is based upon them and their interests with links to the world around them which they know and understand. We also use loose topics to spark curiosity and interest and relate these to good quality texts. 
The principles that guide the work in the EYFS are grouped into 4 themes:
· A unique child
· Positive relationships
· Enabling Environments
· Learning and Development
The EYFS Curriculum consists of the seven areas of Learning and Development: three core and four specific areas.
Core/Prime Areas
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Communication and Language
· Physical Development
Specific areas:
· Mathematics
· Literacy
· Understanding of the World
· Expressive Arts and Design
 Science investigations and curiosity is developed through our ‘Understanding the World’ themes. Social, moral, spiritual, and cultural development. Including British Values is incorporated into circle times alongside both ‘Understanding the World’ and ‘PSED’. We learn about different cultures and places in the world many times throughout the year including Chinese New Year, Christmas, Diwali, and Eid celebrations. We find our families country of origin on Google Maps and link food activities and explore the language.
We take core principles from The Reggio Emillia, Waldorf Steiner and Forest school approach and embed them in our practice to promote a holistic curriculum.
The Reggio Emilia approach to early years education puts children in the driver’s seat and sees them as curious individuals with the power and potential to develop and learn from their environment and the relationships they build with others. The image of the child as a subject of right is central to the philosophy. Instead of viewing children as having needs which must be fulfilled, they are viewed as strong and intelligent individuals who should be given every opportunity to reach their potential. Children are viewed as having unlimited potential and being eager to interact with and contribute to the world. ,This means learning is driven by the child who takes an active role in co-constructing their own knowledge and gives the child control over the direction of the curriculum. This encourages self-expression, communication, team work thinking and problem-solving in the child.
Children are influenced by everything that is around them and the environment itself acts as a ‘third teacher’. The progress and learning experience are consequently subject to the community, surroundings and resources of each setting. Teachers observe children and work in close connection with parents to understand how each child learns. Teachers then plan and adapt the learning process, activities and resources appropriately based on the child’s interests. Children are capable of taking an active role in their learning Children are seen as strong and capable protagonists in their own learning and the approach supports the opinion of each child. The belief is that every child understands how to construct learning on their own and can express their knowledge and understanding. Children possess 100 languages and should be encouraged to express themselves  Because children learn and discover the world around them in many different ways, they should be encouraged to use a variety of materials, resources and strategies in their education.
As natural communicators, children should be encouraged to share and demonstrate their learning, thoughts, ideas and feelings in whatever way they can”.
Waldorf pedagogical theory considers that during the first years of life children learn best by being immersed in an environment they can learn through un-self-conscious imitation of practical activities. The early childhood curriculum therefore centres on experiential education, allowing children to learn by example, and opportunities for imaginative play. The overall goal of the curriculum is to "imbue the child with a sense that the world is good".
Waldorf  employ a regular daily routine that includes free play, artistic work (e.g. drawing, painting or modeling), circle time (songs, games, and stories), and practical tasks (e.g. cooking, cleaning, and gardening), with rhythmic variations Periods of outdoor recess5 The classroom is intended to resemble a home, with tools and toys usually sourced from simple, natural materials that lend themselves to imaginative play. The use of natural materials has been widely praised as fulfilling children's aesthetic needs, encouraging their imagination, and reinforcing their identification with nature. Pre-school generally include seasonal festivals drawn from a variety of traditions, with attention placed on the traditions brought forth from the community.
The forest school approach demands that the outside space is not seen as merely a place where children go to burn off energy. They are given freedom to direct their own learning and enter in to a certain amount of ‘risky-play’. This in turn increases their sense of engagement and motivation. The rich variety of activities on offer and the sense of independence can have very positive effects on a child’s intellectual, cognitive, physical and emotional development. It can help to build a child’s self-esteem, resilience and confidence whilst also providing a springboard for numerous academic pursuits touching upon every area of learning.

We use our children’s interests and curiosities to develop our topics every year. Each year, several topics will be similar (Christmas, People Who Help Us, minibeasts, Diwali etc.) and linked to quality text, others will be completely based on what the children would like to learn about…keeping us on our toes! This ensures the curriculum here at Little Stones is broad, diverse, balanced and stimulating for the children in our care.
During independent learning we can encompass new ideas and thoughts there and then, in the moment. In the moment planning allows staff to harness teachable moments and use these to deepen children’s knowledge. Having continuous provision in our environment allows both staff and children to have resources they need at their fingertips and for the child to be in charge of their play and independent learners.
 Adult led activities which link to topic, and carpet time learning opportunities are given in addition to continuous provision for those children unsure of where their curiosity will take them next. And so adults can work with small groups of children to provide new exciting experiences. In the moment planning allows staff to pick up on a child’s next steps there and then, providing a rich and communication-based learning environment and ensures progression. Each child is unique, and their targets and next steps will therefore reflect the child’s age, developmental readiness and individual needs.
We use information from previous observations, adult knowledge of Key group children and tried and tested topics such as ‘Its good to be me’ and ‘People Who Help Us’,”on the farm” to enhance all areas of learning.
Each week, staff get together to discuss ideas for the upcoming topics (decided sometimes on children’s interest, sometimes on ‘Core Topics’). All staff suggest activities that link to the adult led and enhancement opportunities. We try to have one forest school activity and a topic activity out each day which link to learning. We also use circle time to reflect/ have a mindful moment on what the children have been enjoying and would like out the next day. We also bake once a week.
In the moment planning:
 In the moment planning works alongside enhancements and continuous provision. Continuous provision is provided daily and is always accessible. In the moment planning allows staff to proactively plan around the children’s needs, develop on next steps and allow scientific and exploratory play both with and without adult support. Adults use their knowledge of their children and their experience of the EYFS curriculum aims to develop ideas as they come across them without restraint.
Using a combination of effective questioning and narrative commentaries we assess in the moment the child’s level of understanding. We then support them with new vocabulary or ideas to develop their understanding or address misconceptions. This ensures each child progresses at the time, instead of playing catch up. We understand and appreciate that sometimes an adult unintentionally interferes instead of interacting. Adults in our setting will use their experience and knowledge of the children to decide whether to observe from afar, interact or comment on a child’s learning.
Observations:
 Our staff judge when to jump in and when to observe from a distance. We use a combination of commentary and effective questioning to find information that children know and ask them about it. This gives opportunities for staff to assess a child’s understanding in context and making links to other curriculum areas.
 When an adult is interacting with a child during independent learning, they talk to the children using effective questioning to ask what that child knows, identify an area for development (understanding, misconception, vocabulary, sentence structure etc.) and then fill that gap in learning through running commentary. This enables the child to fill that gap in learning and to progress understanding. An adult then helps that child to share their newfound understanding to check progress has been made.
E.g., Child A is struggling to take their jumper off. An adult says (Show me how you take your jumper off). The child replies “I don’t know how to do that” (OK, let me show you. First you could bend your elbow and pull at your sleeve. It works best if you raise your arms in the air). The child tries this. (Well done, I can see you are working hard to push your elbow down low). “I did it” (Well done, you can now take your own jumper off, fantastic learning!)

The children experience free-flow independent learning all day apart from two small circles times and some mindfulness and yoga and mealtimes. During this time, they have access to all resources, being able to use and move anything they need if they are safe and put it back away again when they are finished. Children are supported and encouraged to use objects in new ways, using their imagination and investigative skills.
At Little Stones we have a SENCO which is the person who will work in partnership with parents, staff, and a range of other agencies to enable children with additional needs to make progress.
 We also use Focus sheets(learning journeys) so we can jot down observations over a short period and reflect learning and interests with parents/carers. We use our display board as our learning journey that term to display pictures, conversations and photos of what the children have said or been creating . The children enjoy the visual learning journey which is always a hot topic of conversation and proud moment when they add their work. We use Tapestry online learning journals to keep track of children’s progress. We use Tapestry to collect data from observations at home and at Pre-School.
We track parental usage of Tapestry and follow up with parents who are not regularly accessing their child’s Learning Journey. Parents are encouraged to put observations up from home and are given support/guidance/tips on Tapestry.


Impact-
The impact of our EYFS curriculum is to ensure our children develop the necessary skills, knowledge, and attitude to achieve fulfilling lives and all stated above within the intent. 
As a small strong team, communication and knowing our children is our most powerful tool when measuring the impact of the curriculum. We have daily discussions about next steps being reached, how far a child has come or if a child may need extra support and we communicate this back to parents and other professionals if involved.
We use our learning journey sheets to show the learning progress (scaffolding) each child will have some in focus sheets where you can see the quality teachable moment and how learning and knowledge has progressed.
We use Tapestry for photos and group activities.
 We carry out two years checks and refer to the Birth to Five guidance to make sure we know all our key children are developing in all areas, this helps us identify if a child needs some additional support or there are gaps in learning.
We also track which areas of our curriculum that have the least observations tagged to them, and increase the adult led input surrounding these areas to allow full and deep coverage of the curriculum.
At the end of our time with us we want the children to be-
· feel safe, secure, and to of had a happy, positive Pre-School experience, to of had great fun playing, in a happy curious learning environment.

· We want them to foster a love of learning and have enquiring minds 
· We want them to continue to be independent, resilient, and confident learners
· We want them to continue to know the importance of emotional well-being
· We want them to continue to promote empathy and self-awareness
· We want them to always show kindness and have, build, happy positive friendships
· Our aspirations for the children above are what we feel will set them in good stead for their transition to school.





